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;0 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

ResoLvEp, That the following declaration\be entered on the journal of this Con-
vention.

A DECLARATION of the DeLeEcaTEs of MARYLAND.

~ To be exempted from parliamentary taxation, and to regulate their internal go-
vernment and pojity, the people of this co'ony have everconfiler d as cheir inherent
and unali-nable ﬁg{n, without the former, “they_can have no property ; without tae
latter, no fecurity for their lives or Jibertics, -

The pariiament of Grear-Britain has ¢! late claimed an uncontrou!able right of
binding th:fe colonie. in all cafes whatforver: to enforce an unconditional ‘ubmnfion
to this claim, the l=giflative and executive powers of that ftate have invariasly purfued
for thefe ten years paft a fteadied tyftem of oypreflion, by pafing many impolitic, fe-
vere and cruel aéls tor raifing a revenue from the colonifts ; by depriving them in many
cafes of the trial by jury ; vy altering the char:ered conftitution of one colony, and the
«entire floppage of the trade of its capital; by cutting off all intercourfe between the
colonies ; by reftraining them from fithing on their own coafts ;' by <xtending the li-
mits of and creiting an arbitrary government in the province of Q_ebec; by confifca-
ting the property ot the col nilts ¢.ke" on the feas, and compelii.g the crews of their

s, under the pain of d:ath, to a& againft their native country and deareft friends ;
Naring all fersures. detention, or dettruction of the perfons.or property of the
colonifts\to be legal and juft

A war uhjuitly commenced hath been profecuted againft the united colonies with
cruclty, outrag ous violence, and perfidy; {laves, favages, and foreign mercenaries
have been meanty hired to rob a people.of t eir prope:ty, liberties and-lives, a people
_ guilty of no other crime than deeming the laft of no cftimation without the fecure en-
joymenr of the former.; their humble and dutitul petitivns for peace, liberty and fafe-
 ty, have been rejected with fcorn; fecurc ot and relying on forvign aid, not on his
national forces, tne uynrelenting monarch of Britain hath at length avowed, by his
anfwer to .the city of London, his determined and inéxorable refolution of reducing

thefe colonivs to 'bject flavery, - o '
- Compelled by cire neceflity, either to furrender our properties, liberties and lives,
into the han's of a Britifh king and parliament, or to ufe fuch m.ans as will mott pro-
bably fecure to us 1nd our potterity thofe invaluable bleflings, '

W E the delegates of Muryland, in Convention aflembled, do declire, that the
king of Great-Brit.in h s violates his compact with this people, and that they-ow: no
allegiance to him : we have therefore thought it juft «nd neceflary to empower our de-
puti-s in' Congrefs to join with a-mjority of the unite . colonies in declaring them free
and indep. ndent ftates, in framing fuch farther con‘ederation between them, in making
foreign alliances, aod in adopting fuch other me fures as fhull be judged neceffary for
the prefirvation of their libertics : prgvided, thr fole and. exclufive-rights of regulating
the internal polity and government pf this colony be referved. to the people thereof,
We bave alto thdught proper to - all a new convention, fer the purpofe of eftablifhing
a government in this colony.—No ambitious views, no defire of independence, induced
the people of Maryland to form an union with the other colonies.— I'o procure an ex-
emption from parllamenuary taxation, and to continue to the legiflatures of thefe colo-

nies




